IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 4-8, 11, 12, and 16 as follows. Note that all claims 
currently pending in the application are being reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus mclucfing transporting 

means for transporting a print medium relative to printing means for printing an image on a print 
sheet medium , the apparatus comprising: 

vibrating means for vibrating said transporting means, 

wherein said vibrating means vibrate said transporting means before the 
printing means start a printing operation^ 

wherein said printing apparatus performs a transportation by said transporting 
means and a printing by said printing means in sequence; and 

wherein said vibrating means vibrates said transporting means after said 
transporting means completes a transportation and before said printing means starts a printing. 

2. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
transporting means comprises a movable member installed so as to move or stop relative to a 
travel path for the print medium, and said movable member contracts, while moving, with the 
print medium in said travel path to transfer the print medium, and is held, while stopped, at a 
predetermined stabilized position normally. 
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(Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 



transporting means comprises a pair of rollers installed in the travel path for the print medium 
and opposite each other, roller urging means for urging said pair of rollers so that the rollers 
sandwich the print medium therebetween, and driving means for rotationally driving at least one 
of said pair of rollers. 



wherein said pair of rollers comprises a transportation roller located upstream of the printing 
means in a transporting direction thereof and driven by a predetermined driving means, and a 
pinch roller that rotates in connection with the transportation roller. 



wherein said vibrating means is a carriage having the printing means mounted thereon and 
reciprocated in a direction crossing a direction in which the print medium is transported :, and 
wherein the carriage vibrates said transporting means for traveling without performing a printing. 

6. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein said vibrating means ca rr iage vibrates the transporting means by performing at least one 
reciprocation reversing opera t ion . 




(Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 3, 



(Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 1 , 



7. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a pressure plate that elastically supports the print medium^ using c lastic force of a 
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predet e rmined elastomer, and a sheet feeding roller that feeds print medium supported and 
lamina te d on the said pressure plate, and a spring for pressuring a print medium supported by 
said pressure plate onto said feeding roller, to said transporting m e ans, and in tha t : 

wherein said vibrating means is composed of pressure releasing means for 
placing a space between said pressure plate and said sheet feeding roller against the force of said 
spring; and pr essing and releasing said pressure pla t e. 

wherein said releasing means places a space between said pressure plate and 
/j/K \ said sheet feeding roller against the force of said spring after said sheet feeding roller completes 
1 feeding of the print medium, and after said transporting means completes a transportation and 

before said printing means starts a printing, a releasing operation is stopped temporarily, the print 
medium abuts against the sheet feeding roller and then a space is placed therebetween again. 

8. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein said pressure plate is movable in a ins t all e d so as to mov e forward and backward 
direction relative to said sheet feeding roller, wherein the forward and backward movement is 
carried out in connection with a sheet feeding operation performed by said sheet feeding roller, 
and while said pressure releasing means is performing a pressing or releasing operation, the 
driving of said pressur e pla te in conn e c t ion with said sheet feeding roller is interrupted. 



9. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising 
a pinch roller holder that rotatably supports said pinch roller and holder moving means for 
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moving the pinch roller holder, and in that said vibrating means comprises said holder moving 
means. 

10. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said 
vibrating means vibrates said transporting means after at least a back end of the print medium has 
passed through an abutted portion between said transportation roller and said pinch roller. 




11. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 4, further 



comprising detection means for detecting a position at which said transportation roller is stopped, 
and if it is detected that said transportation roller stopped position is deviate from a desired one 
after said vibrating means has vibrated the transporting means, then said transportation roller 
stopped position is corrected before a print head performs a printing operation. 

12. (Currently Amended) A printing apparatus according to claim 4, further 
comprising detection means for detecting a position at which said transportation roller is stopped, 
and if it is detected that said transportation roller stopped position is deviate from a desired on 
after said vibrating means has vibrated the transporting means, then printing is carried out by 
shifting an operative portion of the printing means in the transporting direction depending on the 
amount of the positional deviate. 

13. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
detection means comprises a signal generator that generates pulse signals the number of which 
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corresponds to rotation of said transportation roller, and counting means for counting the number 
of signals from the signal generator. 

14. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
detection means comprises a signal generator that generates pulse signals the number of which 
corresponds to rotation of said transportation roller, and counting means for counting the number 
of signals from the signal generator. 

15. (Original) A printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
printing means uses thermal energy to generate bubbles in ink so that energy generated by the 
bubbles causes the ink to be ejected. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A printing method performed by an apparatus 
which includes transporting means for transporting a print medium relative to printing means for 
performing a printing an imag e on a print sheet , and in which the printing by the printing means 
and the transportation by the transporting means are performed sequence, and which uses said 
t ransporting m e ans t o transport th e print medium af t er t h e printing means has p e rformed a 
printing opera t ion, the method comprising a step of: 

vibrating said transporting means after the transporting means completes the 
transportation and before the printing means start starts the printing operation. 



17. (Original) A printing method according to claim 16, wherein said 
transporting means comprises a movable member installed so as to move or stop relative to a 
travel path for the print medium, and said movable member contacts, while moving, with the 
print medium in said travel path to transfer the print medium, and is held, while stopped, at a 
predetermined stabilized position normally. 

1 8. (Original) A printing method according to claim 1 7, wherein said 
transporting means comprises a pair of rollers installed in the travel path for the print medium 
and opposite each other, roller urging means for urging said pair of rollers so that the rollers 
sandwich the print medium therebetween, and driving means for rotationally driving at least one 
of said pair of rollers. 

Please add Claims 19 as follows: 

-19. (New) A printing apparatus in which a printer performs a printing 
operation on a print medium and a transportation roller transports the print medium, the printing 
and said transportation being performed in sequence, said printing apparatus comprising: 

a carriage on which the printer is mounted, the carriage and printer performing 
a printing operation while traveling in a direction crossing a direction in which the print medium 
is transported; 

a carriage motor for driving said carriage; and 

a transporting motor for driving said transporting roller; 
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wherein, at the time after said transporting roller completes the transportation 
and before the printer starts a printing, and in a condition of stopping the transporting motor, said 
carriage motor causes said carriage to move without performing a printing by the printer.- 



